[Therapeutic relation with children in the preoperative period: use of play and dramatization].
The purpose of this study was to analyse the therapeutic relationship between a nursing student and a 3 years old child during perioperative period. Through the use of careful development assessments, preoperative tours, and therapeutic play techniques her fears and anxiety because of hospitalization and surgery were reduced and the surgical experience was lived by the child in a constructive manner. Parents and peri-operative team have evaluated positively the preparation and assessment of the child for surgery.